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he science, use, and understanding of der-

mal fillers are among the foremost issues

for cosmetic surgeons and dermatologists
today. Perpetually in the media, some of the
products in question are now household names
while others are still seeking approval from the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration. With the
growing number of dermal fillers on the market
and the steadily rising popularity of this nonin-
vasive treatment, it is arguably now more impor-
tant than ever that our field keeps a watchful,
academic eye on the science behind, practice of,
and potential complications of semipermanent
and permanent fillers. With this statement in
mind, the Journalis pleased to present you with
this educational supplement on Semipermanent
and Permanent Dermal/Subdermal Fillers.

THE CHALLENGE OF SUPPLEMENTS
Peer Review and Science

Publishing a supplement on specific products
presents a complex set of challenges. There is a
paucity of information on injectable dermal fillers
in the plastic surgery and dermatology literature,
but the number of plastic surgeons and derma-
tologists (and other specialists) who are injecting
patients is growing. Providing numerous articles
on these devices, authored by experts in the field,
represents a significant addition to the literature
and a critically important source of practical in-
formation. In this regard, Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery is pleased to fulfill its obligation of provid-
ing cutting edge information by providing much
needed scientific rigor and discipline on this
timely topic.

Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery conducts ex-
traordinary scrutiny to maintain the scientific in-
tegrity of articles in the regular Journal;, these ef-
forts are doubled in articles that appear in
supplements. Supplement manuscripts undergo
“double” peer review, meaning that they are sent
out to a review panel of a minimum of four re-
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viewers. With this supplement, all manuscripts
were sent to a panel that included a minimum of
two dermatologists and two plastic surgeons, all of
whom have extensive experience injecting a vari-
ety of dermal fillers. Their reviews (blinded) were
then sent to the authors for manuscript revision.
The resubmitted revisions were then peer-re-
viewed again.

From a scientific standpoint, all of the articles
in this supplement are of a very high quality. The
articles present state-of-the-art information that
has clear relevance to the current clinical appli-
cation of semipermanent and permanent dermal
fillers.

Disclosures

The scientific integrity of the articles in this sup-
plement is assured. With that said, however, the
reader may have concerns about conflicts of interests
regarding the authorship of these articles. Many of
the experts in the field—those who have the deepest
scientific understanding of dermal fillers and who
possess the most extensive clinical experience work-
ing with them—are the same people who have
helped develop these fillers and who now own stock
in the companies that manufacture them. What safe-
guards does the Journal take to make sure that full
disclosure is accomplished and that author involve-
ment in products and companies is made evident?

[t is Journal policy to have all authors state any
financial connections to the manufacturers of any
products or devices described in their articles. Sup-
plements are no exception; in fact, in a similar fash-
ion to the double peer review, we require a “double
disclosure” for all supplement articles. This means
that a separate financial disclosure page, providing
all disclosures of all the authors, is published at the
front of the supplement. Second, each article has its
own financial disclosure statement, clearly indicat-
ing any financial connection the authors of that ar-
ticle have to the products or devices described
therein.

In reviewing disclosure statements from the sup-
plements of a number of other prominent clinical

journals, it is evident that Plastic and Reconstructive

Surgery provides one of the most comprehensive and
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