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ver the past decade, our understanding and

ability to treat facial aging has taken a quan-

tum leap forward. In the past, facial rejuve-
nation was accomplished primarily by surgical
techniques that corrected facial laxity. Increasingly
aggressive operative maneuvers that manipulated
the underlying soft-tissue envelope came into
vogue. Simultaneously, another revolution was oc-
curring in noninvasive facial rejuvenation. As we
became more aware of the myriad causes of facial
aging, our management efforts broadened to in-
clude resurfacing techniques to address sun dam-
age and volume restoration with a variety of tem-
porary fillers to treat losses in subcutancous tissue
as well as discrete wrinkles and creases produced
from facial expression.

Newer, longer-lasting, and permanent fillers rep-
resent the next step forward. Fillers that not only
address discrete wrinkle lines but also provide vol-
ume restoration represent important advances in
noninvasive skin rejuvenation. Patients may soon
have access to safe and effective permanent dermal
fillers to correct their smile line wrinkles, and even-
tually, we will figure out a way to coerce the body
into permanently incm‘pnraling autogenous tissue
grafts or even regenerating its own lost material.

Filler materials were initially introduced to fill
discrete wrinkles and creases or contour deformi-

ties. Nonautologous fillers have the advantage of

off-the-shelf use, no donor-site morbidity, and, with
experience, some level of predictability regarding
longevity and potential side effects. Overcorrection
is not necessary with these agents, so downtime
and time for %we]]mg to diminish is markedly de-
creased. The “perfect” filler would probably be
autogenous, safe, and long-lasting or permanent
with no immunologic or toxic effects. The “per-
fect” filler would be dynamic and resist, reverse, or
prevent the aging process. The “perfect” filler
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would be biologic and have features incorporated
into the filler material that could actively alter the
host environment. This material in one form or
another may be in front of our noses, but we have
yet to find it.

A critical knowledge pool of information must
be accumulated by the doctor and disseminated to
the patient so that an informed decision can be
made. The availability and usage of semiperma-
nent and permanent fillers carry the additional
rcspumil)ilin’ of more precision in injections. In-

Jjectors will need to exercise careful planning as to

the level of injections, the areas of best efficacy of
these agents, and treatment of complications
should they arise. As guest editors, we hope that
this supplemem to Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
on Semipermanent and Permanent Dermal/
Subdermal Fillers will assist clinicians and patients
in making the best and safest filler choices for their
particular concerns. This compilation of articles by
experts in the field is unfortunately lacking, as
there are numerous fillers that have not been ad-
equately addressed. If we have forgotten to include
your filler of choice, it is not purposeful; rather it is
because the filler is far from approval in the United
States, the filler is not a commonly used one, or it
is simply an inadvertent oversight on the part of
the editors. We are sure that at some point the

Journal will have the opportunity to publish infor-

mation on important new fillers as they become
available. The purpose of this supplement is to
shed light on a number of semipermanent and
permanent fillers for aesthetic and reconstructive
indications. We have assembled a superb group of
clinicians and scientists to share their expertise in
semipermanent and permanent fillers, with the
hope that our readership will use these articles as a
reference guide when choosing the best filler for
their patients’ individual concerns.
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